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KNOLLS H.O.A. HOLDS
KICKOFF MEETING

On Feb. 19, 2002, avolunteer meeting of
The Knolls at Breckinridge Homeowners
Association was held a  Stinson
Elementary School. Five organizational
committees were formed:. Socia /
Welcoming Committee, Communication
Committee, Pool and Landscaping
Committee, Crime Watch Committee,
and Architectura Committee. See
Committee News for events, status
updates and committee contacts.

WEB SITE ESTABLISHED
The Communications Committee is
pleased to introduce The Knolls at
Breckinridge Web Site, www.the
knolls.net. Visit this site  for
neighborhood updates, a calendar of
events, information and contacts for the
Homeowners Association committees.

You will aso find great information
about Richardson’s zoning and park
activities. We fed this tool will be an
excellent source of information and an
effective method of communication for
al residents and homeowners.

Please feed free to give the
Communications Committee your ideas,
infformation and comments as we
develop and improve our site. A specia
thanks goes out to Dan James and Tom
White for developing this great
communication site.

April 2002

15" ANNUAL EGG HUNT

ENJOYED BY ALL AGES
Surprise Visitor Highlights Event

The First Annua The Knolls at
Breckinridge Egg Hunt took place on
March 24. Lots of young hunters were
scrambling for the 960 colored eggs and
3 golden eggs hidden in the Park.

Just when we al thought the fun was
over, a Richardson fire truck announced
the arrival of a special Easter Bunny.
The kids were able to tak with fire
fighters and take an up-close look at the
fire truck.

A heart-filled “thank you” to Maryellen
Durow, Barbara Detrick and all the
members of our Knolls Social
Committee. We are looking forward to
more community activities. GREAT
JOB!!!



City of Richardson Studies Breckinridge Traffic;
Homeowners to Carry Load on Slowing Speeders

The recent Breckinridge Blvd. traffic
study, conducted by the City of
Richardson Transportation Department,
concluded that most of the vehicles
traveling on Breckinridge were within
the acceptable rate of speed. There were
a fair number of vehicles that exceeded
the speed limit, with several vehicles
exceeding 55 mph, and one was clocked
at 70 mph.

As the weather gets warmer, more kids
on skates, skateboards, scooters and
bikes will be out on all of our streets.
We have a neighborhood full of young
children, not to mention adult walkers,
runners and pets. While we try to teach
children to be careful and stay out of the
street, we al know that they can get
excited and forget.

NEXT TIME YOU SPEED ALONG
BRECKINRDIGE BLVD., PLEASE TRY TO
REMEMBER THESE EYES!!! SLOW DOWN!

Several months ago, Colby, the 11-
month-old Golden Retriever shown
above, was hit by a car in front of his
home on Breckinridge Blvd. The vet
who arrived on the scene felt that Colby
may have survived if the vehicle had
been traveling a the recommended
cautionary speed limit of 20 mph around
the blind curve. Colby died from the
impact, and sadly, as his owner watched,
the motorist drove on without braking or
stopping. It is heartbreaking to lose a
cherished family pet, but it would be

unbearable to have a child in our
neighborhood injured or worse.

The city concluded their report as
follows: “Since most traffic on
Breckinridge is residential, it is highly
recommended that the homeowners
association remind their members both
verbaly and in writing that the speed
limits need to be obeyed.” Please help
to keep the streets (30 mph) and alleys
(20 mph) in our neighborhood safe.

Be a Winner!
Enter The Knolls' ‘Name

The Newsdletter’ Contest

Are you creative? Get on your thinking
caps and submit a name for our
newsletter by May 31%. The winner will
receive a gift certificate for dinner for
two at a neighborhood restaurant. See
our web site for the entry form. The
Communication Committee will select
the winning entry.

Plan Commission Approves

Rezoning Proposals
The City of Richardson City Plan
Commission, in a split decision,
approved two zoning change requests
that will directly impact our community,
our schools, traffic, and potentialy,
property values. The public hearing, held
a the April 16 City Plan Commission
meeting, was attended by many residents
representing Sharp’s Farm, Mackenzie
Meadows, Cobblestone Trail, the Estates
of Breckinridge, and The Knolls at
Breckinridge. Prior to the meeting, many
of these subdivisions, including our own,
circulated petitions to determine the
level of support for or against the
proposed changes. The Knolls at
Breckinridge petition gathered 106
signatures in opposition of the proposed
(cont’d. on Page 5)
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CITY UNVEILSPARK ‘MASTER PLAN'’

Area Meetingsto Provide Valuable Information about Breckinridge Park’s Future

Michael Massey, Director of Parks and
Recreation, will be conducting a meeting
a Stinson Elementary School on April
30 for HOAs on the west side of
Breckinridge Park. The purpose of the
meeting is to present the Master Plan for
the Park. Because of high interest,
several similar meetings will take place
throughout the city. The recent articlein
a Richardson newspaper about the
Park’s Master Plan “did get some facts
wrong,” according to Mr. Massey. His
office was “deluged with inquiries.”
These meetings will tell uswhat isreally
in the Master Plan and alow us to ask
guestions. Unfortunately, the time of the
meeting has not been set. We'll send an
e-mail with the meeting time as soon as
we have it. During a meeting last year,
City representatives said that the Plan
would include: two to three bridges
across the creeks that separate the east
and west sides of the park, trails to link
both sides of the park, as well as trails
that will connect to the Garland trail
system. The west side of the park will

include natural areas. The Master Plan
will  have an impact on the
neighborhood, and good attendance at
the meeting will help us influence what
gets built. If you cannot attend, e-mail
your questions and comments about the
Master Plan and someone with the HOA
will assure that your voiceis heard.

For those of you who don't already
know, at 556 acres, Breckinridge Park is
the largest park in the City. Rowlett
Creek essentially divides the “devel oped
eastern side from the “natural” western
side of the Park, and cannot be crossed.
The Beck Branch is the smaller creek on
the west side of the park that parales
Breckinridge Blvd., and includes an
even smaller creek The space between
these two creeks is a great place to
explore. Specia sights include a bridge
to nowhere, an old pickup truck, a bird
sanctuary, at least one coyote, a tire
swing, a small canyon, scores of pecan
trees and other great old hardwood trees
not seen in many parts of north Texas.

COMMITTEE NEWS

...COMMITTEE NEWS...

Communication - A  quarterly
newsletter will be published to keep
homeowners abreast of committee
activities. We will try and coordinate the
mailing of our newsetter with the
quarterly dues invoice sent out by CMA.
But, our web site at www.the-knolls.net,
will be updated frequently to alow
residents the ability to get available
updates to committee and crime activity
in our neighborhood. The committee is
also in the process of completing a
resident information list, including
addresses, phone numbers, e-mail
addresses and family information. Please
visit our web site and update your
information. We will publish hard copies

of this information after we ensure the
information is current. If you do not
want your information published,
please let the Communication
Committee know, and we will keep your
information private. Please let the
Communication Committee know what
other articles and/or information you
would like distributed in the newsletter
or on the web page. Feel free to send us
digital photos and/or hard copies that we
may scan, to use in our publications.

Pool/L andscape Committee — The
Knolls at Breckinridge pool is owned by
al of us asresidents, and if you ever see
(cont’d on Page 4)
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COMMITTEE NEWS (Cont’d.)

Pool/Landscape _ (cont’d.) anything
occurring while visiting the pool facility
that you deem unsafe or not in
accordance with these rules, please do
not hesitate to interrupt the persons
involved and ask them to stop the
activity.

We al want The Knolls at Breckinridge
pool to be a place of relaxation and
entertainment for our family members
and invited guests. And more so, we
want it to be a safe environment. To
ensure your safety, please follow the
rules. (Listed on our web site and
attached to newsletter). If you have any
guestions or recommendations in regards
to the pool facility, contact the
Landscape and Pool Committee.

Social Committee News - Need to
Clean out your garage and closets? The
social committee is sponsoring a YARD
SALE — SATURDAY, MAY 4™, we
are coordinating this with the Heather
Ridge Neighborhood Sale, so we will
see lots of shoppers. If you are
interested in participating, have your
items in your yard by 9:00 am.
Saturday. If you don't want to Sit out
aone, get with your neighbors and
congregate in one yard or cul-de-sac.
(Please avoid using garages with alley
entrances so that residents are not
inconvenienced) Enjoy the event with a
few friends and make money at the same
time. See the Calendar of Events in this
newsletter for more Knolls events. In
addition to the events listed on the
calendar, the committee is looking for
someone to help organize a “Wine
Tasting Party/Club” and/or “Dinner
Club”. If you have been involved in a
group like this before and are interested
in organizing a group in our
neighborhood, please contact Jamie
Forbes at 972-671-9203 or
kforbes@msn.com. Look to our web site

for future event dates and more
information as it becomes available.

Crime Watch — This committeeisin the
process of forming Crime Watch sub-
units, as outlined by the City of
Richardson's Neighborhood Watch
program. Each sub-unit of 20-30 homes
will have at least 2 coordinators or
“block captains,” whose duties will be
limited to (1) organizing the required
annual meeting between the sub-unit
members and the police department and
(2) passing on information to the sub-
unit residents from the police and the
committee. (The web site will be a great
communication tool with easy update
access). The committee needs a
coordinator for:

(2) Angel Fire Drive

(2) Snow Mass Ct., the 4500 block of
Winter Park and the 4600-4700 block of
Copper Mountain.

(3)Glenwood Springs, Sun Valley and
the 4400-4500 block of Crysta
Mountain.

If you would be willing to represent one
of these sub-units, please contact Mick
McBee at 972-690-5072. In order for a
sub-unit  to qualify for city
sponsor ship through the
Neighborhood Watch Program, which
includes the right to display a
Neighborhood Watch street sign, at
least 50% of the residents in the sub-
unit must attend the unit’'s annual
meeting. No other commitment from
the residents is required. Mick will be
serving as the coordinator between sub-
unit block captains and will be
organizing the National Night Out for
Crime, scheduled for August 6. (Mark
your calendars now). The crime
committee is also planning a block party
around the pool area and has invited the
Richardson Police Department to join us.
More information to follow.




Zoning Changes (Cont’d)

zoning changes. Representatives from
the above-mentioned subdivisions spoke
both in favor of and in opposition to the
proposed zoning changes.

The first zoning change discussed at the
meeting involved the property at the
northwest corner of Renner and North
Star Roads. This land was previously
zoned for development of retail and light
industrial properties. Doug Huey, the
developer of this property, asked for
rezoning of this land to replace the light
industrial  development  with 202
apartment units. Based on the proposal
presented to the Plan Commission, these
apartments will be two-story units with a
town home appearance and will be set
behind any retail to be built in the future.
Many of the units will have drive-in
garages. The Commission approved this
proposal with a4 — 3 vote.

The second zoning change request
involved a proposed patio home (i.e,
zero lot-line) development on the
currently wooded property south of
Renner Road and east of Sharp Lane.
The property was formerly zoned for
multifamily development. The devel oper
(Doug Huey) asked the City for a change
in use as well as several variances to
Richardson’s current standards,
including reduced lot sizes and reduced
setbacks. The proposed development
includes 83 patio homes. The
Commission approved this proposal with
a5—-2vote.

The Breckinridge area communities
should continue to be involved in the
City’s planning and zoning decisions as
this area continues to be developed. Any
proposed zoning change must be posted
on the subject property 10 days prior to
the public hearing date. Residents should
be aware of issues affecting this

community and continue to make their
voices heard.

Have you heard of “Traffic
Calming?”

The high speeds seen on our streets have
prompted homeowners to investigate
options to encourage safer streetsin The
Knolls.  You will find many well-
documented options on the Internet if
you enter the term in any search engine.
This article is written only to share new
knowledge rather than to promote an
action item on the Association’s agenda.

Traffic Caming is practiced by
communities and cities to encourage
safe, slower driving speeds. Cities and
communities have installed barriers, and
other physical measures to reduce traffic
speeds and/or cut-through volumes, in
the interest of street safety, liability and
other public purposes.

Some of the common implementations
in residential neighborhoods are raised
crosswalks, textured pavements, chokers
and traffic circles.

Raised crosswaks are as wide as a
sidewalk, or even 10 to 20 feet wide, and
serve as a crossing, for example, in front
of a neighborhood pool or playground.
Raised crosswalks won’t throw a car out
of alignment, but they will encourage
most carsto slow down.




Traffic Calming (cont’d)

Textured pavements, such as brick or
stone surfaces, cause drivers to have a
dightly bumpy ride over an extended
distance, while improving the aesthetic
quality of the street environment.

Chokers have several forms, but their
purpose is to narrow the road on one or
both sides, while still allowing two-way
traffic.

Traffic Circles either make cars going
opposite directions wait turns to go
through an intersection, or ssmply cause
the path to narrow enough to encourage
most drivers to slow down. Used the
same way as a choker, traffic circles, are
raised islands, maybe a planter 4, 6, or 8
feet in diameter sitting in the middle of
the street or something much more
elaborate. Motorists will yield to
motorists aready in the intersection, and
the island requires drivers to slow to a
speed that allows them to comfortably
maneuver around it.

Organizations and activists recommend
inexpensive, large brick or stone
structures; well planted and manicured
placed a each intersection and in
common areas such as a neighborhood
pool or playground to add character and
aesthetic  value to an  existing
neighborhood.

You can read much more about traffic
calming on the web from The Institute of
Traffic Engineers at www.ite.org/traffic/,
the Federa Highway Administration at
www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/tcalm
and Traffic Calming Practical Examples
at http://www.trafficcal ming.net.

*A special note of thanksto al the
committee members and volunteers for
submitting information for our web site
and newdletter. Your effort and timeis
greatly appreciated.
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KNOLLSAT BRECKINRIDGE
HOMEOWNER'SASSOCIATION
POOL RULESAND REGULATIONS

As the centerpiece of our neighborhood, the Knolls at Breckinridge swimming pool facility is private
and maintained by and for the exclusive use of Homeowner’s Association members and their invited
guests. With summer just around the corner, now is a good time to review our pool rules that have
been established for the safety and the enjoyment of our residents:

» Only dues-paying residents of The Knolls and their guest can use the pool.

» Absolutely no diving into the pool or running in the pool area at any time.

» Lifesaving equipmentsis for emergency use only.

» Adult resident at lest 18 years old must supervise children under the age of 13.
s Gates should always be closed and locked for everyone's safety.

» Wear swimsuits only; not cut-offs, shorts, etc., alowed in the pool.

» N0 smoking of any type.

» NO excessive use of alcoholic beverage use

» NO glass containers of any type allowed in the pool area.

» NO pets of any type (Richardson can levy a $2000 fine.)

» No roller blades, skateboards, bicycles or similar non-swim equipment.

» D0 not abuse pool furniture/accessories or remove from the pool area.

s Dispose of al trash and remove personal items from the pool areawhen leaving.
» Radios/players should be played on very low volume or used with headphones.
s The pool will be closed between 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 am.

» Residents are responsible for conduct of family members/guests within the pool

area.

DO NOT SWIM ALONE



